a geometric
ELl)

humanistic

sans serif.

Avenir, French for “future,” is a balance between
geometric & organic forms. When creating Avenir,
Frutiger mentioned, “I always had human
nature in mind.”
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Diagram 1
Avenir | Crossbars
Designer: Adrian Frutiger
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angular, clipped
terminals: create
a distinctive look
that makes Avenir
unique.
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Diagram 2

Avenir | Angle Terminals
Designer: Adrian Frutiger
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in the lighter weights of

Avenir (Light & Roman),

flared curves are featured in

the beginning strokes of

the lettersr, m, and n

and the terminals of u and a

and absent in letters like k, d and h.
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Diagram 3
Avenir | Terminals & Beginning Strokes
Designer: Adrian Frutiger
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the single-storied
“g" does not extend
below the baseline to
compensate for the

arc of stem.

the unique horizontal
tail of the uppercase”Q.”
this design trait can also be
seen in the Univers, also
designed by Adrian Frutiger.

Avenir features
several uppercase
& lowercase
overshoots.
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Diagram 4

Avenir | Adjustments in Avenir
Designer: Adrian Frutiger
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a geometric sans serif
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counters

bowls:
altered from
perfect circles
to appear
humanistic.
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‘@ from Light to Black, the circumferences

of the counters decrease gradually.

Diagram 5
Avenir | Bowls & Counters
Designer: Adrian Frutiger
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designed by Adrian

rutige

avenir:
from light
to black

as the weights increase, the cross strokes overshoots the x-height.

this phenomenon creates a dynamic set of weights in Avenir.
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Poster Draft
Avenir | Light to Black
Designer: Adrian Frutiger
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