
Avenir

Avenir, French for “future,” is a balance between
geometric & organic forms. When creating Avenir,

Frutiger mentioned, “I always had human
nature in mind.“
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beginning stroke 
& terminal curves:
designed to add  
humanistic value

to Avenir.

curves

ygjarc of
stem

				    unlike characters in Frutiger’s Univers,
arc of stems in Avenir feature organic curves.

Dbowls in  Aven i r
a re  a l te red  f rom
per fec t  c i rc l e s  to 
c rea te  h u m a n i s t i c

l e t te r  fo r ms .

 o
100%

90%

75%

counters in Avenir appear to be purely geometric. as the weight increases
	 the circumference of the counters gradually decrease.
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the crossbar
height

is shifted
between

each
weight.

from Light to Black
the crossbar weight
increases by 230%

the stark

contrast 

between

Avenir 

Light & 

Avenir 

Heavy

the point size, ascender 

height & baseline of both 

weights are the same, but 

the difference 

appears as the 

 x-height is 

adjusted vertically

to compensate. 
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Diagram 1

Avenir  |  Crossbars

Designer: Adrian Frutiger
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T E R M I N A L S

terminals-
optically [not] 
mechanically

uniform.

angular, clipped
terminals: create
a distinctive look
that makes Avenir

unique.
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Diagram 2

Avenir  | Angle Terminals

Designer: Adrian Frutiger
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in the lighter weights of
Avenir (Light & Roman),

flared curves are featured in 
the beginning strokes of

the letters r, m, and n
and the terminals of u and a

and absent in letters like k, d and h.
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Diagram 3

Avenir  |  Terminals & Beginning Strokes

Designer: Adrian Frutiger
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Qthe unique horizontal
tail of the uppercase“Q.”

this design trait can also be
seen in the Univers, also

designed by Adrian Frutiger.

Avenir features
several uppercase

& lowercase 
overshoots.

VISUAL 
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C G O Q S
a b c d e g h
m n o p q r s 

the single-storied 

“g” does not extend 

below the baseline to 

compensate for the 

arc of stem.

Diagram 4

Avenir  | Adjustments in Avenir

Designer: Adrian Frutiger
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f r o m  L i g h t  t o  B l a c k ,  t h e  c i r c u m f e r e n c e s
o f  t h e  c o u n t e r s  d e c r e a s e  g r a d u a l l y . 
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Diagram 5

Avenir  |  Bowls & Counters

Designer: Adrian Frutiger
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APEX 

Frutigerdesigned by Adrian 

& VERTEX

cc
There is a 68%
decrease in
aperture size
and a 145%
counter space
increase from
Light to Black.
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The vertexes in Avenir feature flat 
tops, but the apexes come to a point. 
As the weight increases, the length of 

the apex
also increases while the width of

the vertex decrease.

as the weights increase, the cross strokes overshoots the x-height.
this phenomenon creates a dynamic set of weights in Avenir.

avenir:
from light
to black

The differences in weights is one characteristic
 that distinguishes Avenir. Frutiger notes,

“My personality is stamped upon it. I’m proud
that I was able to create Avenir. It was the

hardest typeface I have worked
on in my life.” 44444 x height
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Avenir  |  Light to Black
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